
Unit 2 AOS 1 – SAC Notes         Elijah Halliday 

Colonial Virginia: 

• 1607 – landing of first English settlers at 

Jamestown, Virginia (first 26/4 then settlement 

established 13/5) 

• “Thriving” Indian society had existed for many 

years prior 

• English colonists barely survived – summer 

droughts, winter starvation 

• Tobacco was a major seller  

• 1619 – first slaves brought to Virginia and general 

assembly established to bring self-government to 

America (limited, however) 

• By 1705, Virginia was a slave society – prior to 

this, white indentured servants worked on fields 

• Nearly all power was in the hands of white male 

landowners – they ran the government 

• American revolution (1775-1783) – found for 

independence – both men and some women 

fought for independence 

• English lacked survival skills for wilderness – 

beginning of colony was ‘slow’ 

• Native American society was, in reality, fairly 

advanced in its thinking 

Virginian Indians: 

• Powhatan – paramount chief of 15,000 Indians in 

the Virginia area 

• Powhatan controlled a lot of the area through 

expansion by 1607 – gained power 

• Indians lived lives which we now see as normal – 

no laws but still punishment 

• However, their culture was different to the 

English 

• English didn’t understand how the Indian 

civilisation and culture worked 

• These misunderstandings lead to great conflict – a 

‘great’ Indian civilisation suffered consequences 

from these misunderstandings 

Jamestown: 

• Named in honour of King James I 

• Motivations of settlement: convert Indians to 

Protestantism and convert land to profit 

• Ruthlessly claimed these parts as their own 

• John Rolfe and Pocahontas married in 1614 

• Indians were “defeated” in 1632 

• Tobacco was the crop that sustained the colony 

Slavery: 

• Slaves were traded on Columbian Exchange 

• By 1690s slavery was extremely high 

• Events like Bacon’s Rebellion created tensions 

between the two groups 

• African slaves were cheap – lasted long time 

• Number of people born into slavery increased 

• In 1770, 91% of slaves were born in America – 

reproduction occurring among slaves 

• Many slave rebellions and insurrections occurred 

– numerous accounts of conflict between groups 

Leadership & Economy: 

• Governors appointed by king – their power was 

often threatened 

• Economy dominated by the rich and wealthy 

• Tobacco fuelled the economy – this created 

periodic crises 

Religion: 

• Church of England had control of the governing of 

Virginia and other colonies 

• Church was both a time of worship and a time for 

businesses exchange etc 

• Many Puritans immigrated in 1620s and 30s – 

wanted to practise a religion without any Catholic 

influence AT ALL 

Other: 

• Women played a key role in the society 

• 1608 – first women brought over – Thomas 

Forest’s wife and her maid 

• Women became wealthy and sometimes powerful 

• Women were exposed to sexual abuse 

• In 1751, colony felt need for some changes 

• War erupted in 1775 – 1781, Virginia was its own 

‘commonwealth’ – no more a colony 

Key vocabulary: 

Dispossession – deprive someone of land, property or 

possessions  

Columbian Exchange – European trade with South 

America, exchanges between colonies, trade was 

necessary for the survival of people during this time 

- brought new foods; increased life expectancy 

- trades and exchanges spread diseases 

- different motivations behind reasons for exchange 

Imperialism – creation of unequal relationships 

between civilisations, powerful civilisations are 

favoured 

Mercantilism – system of political and economic 

policy; securing a nations supremacy 

 


